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his ambition by maintaining unpopular views. Though
Davy quickly lost his pride in his Essays, their themes
made other converts besides Beddoes, The distinguished
and remarkable Joseph Priestley, then about sixty-seven
years old, who was living in Northumberland, U.S.A., a
refugee from persecution, wrote in the appendix to his last
chemical work. The Doctrine of PJiogiston Established: "When
some progress was made in printing this work, I met with
Dr. Beddoes's Contributions to Physical Knowledge, and
in it, Mr. H. Davy's Essays, which have impressed me
with a high opinion of his philosophical acumen. His
ideas were to me new, and very striking, but they are of
too great consequence to be decided upon hastily."
What a notice for the product of a Penzance youth's
first few months' study of chemistry! The essays were not
the product of the first few months' research after several
years' study of elementary chemistry, they arose out of the
first few months' acquaintance with the subject.
After Davy went to Clifton, Priestley's son studied with
him. In 1801, three years before he died, Priestley wrote
to Davy from America:
"SiR, I have read with admiration your excellent publica-
tions, and have received much instruction from them. It
gives me peculiar satisfaction that, as I am far advanced in
life, and cannot expect to do much more, I shall have so
able a fellow-labourer of my own country in the great
fields of experimental philosophy. As old an experimenter
as I am, I was near forty before I made any experiments
on the subject of Air, and then without, in a manner, any
previous knowledge of chemistry. This I picked up as I
could, and as I found occasion for it, from books. I was
also without apparatus, and laboured under many other
disadvantages. But my unexpected success induced the
friends of science to assist me, and then I wanted for
nothing. I rejoice that you are so young a man, and
perceiving the ardour with which you begin your career,
I have no doubt of your success." Priestley then refers to
Davy's friendship for his son, and asks him to inform him
of the progress of science in Europe. "I am here perfectly